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Welcome to Hongwaniji, a World Heritage Site

This book uses illustrations to show the interesting
characteristics of Ryukokuzan Hongwanji, commonly
called Nishi (“West”) Hongwanji. The temple,
registered as a World Cultural Heritage Site, is the
headquarters of the Hongwanji denomination of Jodo
Shinshu Buddhism (Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha).

The illustration on the left is a view from the south

side of the temple’s spacious precincts. You can see
visitors entering from Horikawa Street through the
Goeido Gate and walking along the stone path toward
Goeido (Founder’s Hall).
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Introduction

Using abundant illustrations and other visual aids, this book explains the interesting
features of the World Cultural Heritage Site, Hongwanji, focusing on the temple’s halls, the
overall layout of the precincts and major interior features. All the illustrations have been
drawn especially for this book. Moreover, making full use of their visual appeal, short
descriptions have been added to these illustrations with leader lines so that the reader can
easily identify which parts of the illustrations correspond to which topics and terms that
appear in the text.

Goeido (Founder’s Hall) is one of the largest wooden buildings in Japan. Housed here are
a wooden image of Shinran Shonin, the founder of the Jodo Shinshu School, and portraits
of successor head priests called Shushu. On the north side of Goeido stands Amidado
(Hall of Amida Buddha). The two halls share the same style of architecture and have been
designated as national treasures. Their substantial tiled roofs and posts that support eaves
are overwhelmingly beautiful and characterize the exterior.

The Shoin (Study Hall) has much to offer visually, too, as it has survived since the
Momoyama period, when a culture of luxury and splendor flourished in the late 16th
century. This book comments on such structures as Taimensho, Shiro Shoin and Kita Noh-
Butai (Northern Noh Stage), as well as Karamon Gate, which embodies the perfection of
craftsmanship. The asymmetric roof of Hiunkaku, one of Kyoto's three great pavilions along
with Kinkaku and Ginkaku, is another example of excellent architectural beauty. The halls
and other structures mentioned above are all national treasures, which indicates that the
temple has so many things to appreciate.

For ease of understanding, this book uses key plans to show the relative positions and
orientations of the facilities. Basically, the key plans are drawn up with the east at the
bottom (the west at the top), since major halls like Goeido and Amidado face east. Exceptions
are those that illustrate the arrangement of rooms in Shiro Shoin. These key plans slant
down to the south, to create an appearance of three-dimensional walls.
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Chapter 1
Goeido

(Founder’s Hall)

The grandeur of the tiled roof
catches your eyes
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